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The Reason why the Sadducees were in Error
(Matt. 22:23-33)

The Sadducees insist that there is no resurrection. They
were the aristocratic class. They were people who thoroughly
embraced the Greek culture, joined hands with Roman
Government, and wanted to live their lives only to enjoy good
things physically. They outwardly acted as spiritual people,
but in fact they were completely absorbed in secularism. The
Sadducees had a bad relationship with the offshoot of Judaism,
and especially they had a worse relationship with the Pharisees.
Nevertheless, the Pharisees and the Sadducees who did not get
along with one another, killing Jesus played into each other's
hands (Matt 16:1).

The Sadducees asked a question to Jesus, "You teach that
there is a resurrection, but in the Law of Moses, if a man dies,
his younger brother must be responsible for his brother's wife. The first
oldest of seven brothers married, had no children, and died. So, the second
lives with his brother's wife and died. The
same thing happened to the second and third
brother, right on down to the seventh.

If so, whose wife is the woman in the
kingdom of heaven?" Such a question can
make the Jewish people close their mouth.
However, Jesus replied, "You are in error
because you do not know the scriptures of the
power of God" (v. 29). And soon Jesus says, "At
the resurrection people will neither marry nor
be in given marriage: they will be like angels
in heaven. But about the resurrection of the
dead-He is not the God of the dead but of the
living (vv. 30-32).

This incident does not mean that Jesus
argued with the Sadducees and won the
argument. It is Jesus who leads the beginning
and end of the world, all process of life, the
resurrection, and eternal life. The childish
puzzle of the Sadducees cannot reach even
confuse Jesus. And there, the Sadducees
before Jesus talked about the resurrection
with the ridiculous knowledge and logic.

The theme of the text is about the
resurrection. Even though we all die, when
Jesus comes again, such a thing will happen.

"For the Lord himself will come down from
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice
of archangel and with the trumpet call of God,
and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and
left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air. And so, we will be with the Lord forever (1 Thess 4:16-17).

In a rough way, the Pharisees were much more conservative and
correct than the Sadducees in analyzing the Old Testament. Their range
of knowledge was extensive, but about the resurrection, they had a much
limited knowledge.

My beloved Christians,

Do we also live our life by misunderstanding Jesus' word like the
Sadducees and the Pharisees? Do we confine Jesus word in human's logic
and translate it as we like?

By reading, meditating, studying God's word, [ sincerely pray that all of
us will grow in the knowledge of knowing God's great power and love in
the name of Jesus Christ.
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